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The Dragons wrapped up the Westminter Holiday 
Classic with a 59-44 loss to Grady (Atlanta) on Dec. 
30. Jefferson (7-6) opened play on Dec. 28 with a 55-
53 loss to Paideia (Atlanta) before rebounding with a 
60-56 win over Brookstone out of Columbus. Austin 
Thompson scored 20 points and David Watson and 
Joe Boyd scored 12 points each in the win. The boys 
and girls teams returned to action Tuesday against 
Region 8B-AA foe Hart County and will continue 
region play Friday at Oglethorpe County.

jEffErSON BaSkETBall
Boys go 1-2 in Westminster Classic

Mill Creek dropped their third straight game over the 
holiday break with a 58-49 loss to Girls Preparatory 
School (Tenn.) in the Peach State Holiday Tournament. 
The Lady Hawks allowed GPS to shoot 44 percent 
from the field and turned the ball over 19 times. 
Freshman Jasmine Carter scored 17 while Alicia 
Brookins had 13 points and shot 57 percent from 
the field in the loss. The Lady Hawks (6-6) return to 
Region 7-AAAAA play Tuesday against Duluth and will 
face Peachtree Ridge on the road Friday. 

Lady Hawks fall twice in tournament
The Jackson County Parks and Recreation Department 
will begin holding registration for spring soccer, baseball, 
fast pitch softball, T-ball and track on Monday, Jan. 10. 
Registration will continue through Saturday, Feb. 12. 
Office hours for registration will be Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Feb. 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The JCPR office is located near Lamar Murphy Park in 
Jefferson on County Farm Road. For more information, 
visit the JCPR website at www.jacksoncountygov.com/
index.aspx?page=100. 

Spring sports registration starts Monday

MIll CrEEk BaSkETBall lOCal yOuTh SpOrTS

Hawks split at 
Arby’s Classic
By MATT MAUNEY
mmauney@clickthepaper.com

BRISTOL, TENN. — The Mill Creek boys’ 
basketball team left Bristol, Tenn. and the Arby’s 
Classic .500, but more importantly learned quite a 
bit while there.

“If we had any weaknesses at all, they were exposed 
quickly,” said Hawks head coach Chad Rogers.

Rogers was proud of the overall play of his team in 
what is considered one of the most elite high school 
basketball tournaments in the country.

The Hawks won the opening game of the tournament 
against Sullivan East (Tenn.) 54-31. Mill Creek took 
advantage of the Patriots top player and reigning 
Tennessee Player of the Year, Jordan Cross, being 
out with injury as they were able to shoot 54 percent 
from the field and force 17 Sullivan East turnovers.

In game two, the Hawks were not able to execute 
well offensively, missing some easy shots en route to 
a 72-61 loss to Mentor (Ohio), the No. 9 ranked team in 
the country, according to some of the major national 
polls.

The Hawks allowed Mentor to get to the foul line 
often, while they were only able to attempt 12 total 
free throws.

For The Paper

BRASELTON — The American 
Le Mans Series presented by Tequila 
Patrón has announced a ground-
breaking, multi-year broadcast and 
digital agreement deal with ESPN that 
ALMS President/CEO Scott Atherton is 
calling “a game changer.”

 The innovative deal involves 
televising the ALMS over several ESPN 
programming and media platforms, 
including ABC, ESPN2 and ESPN3.com. 
Intersport, an award-winning media 
and marketing agency, represented the 
Series in the new television and digital 
agreement with ESPN.

The core of the ALMS’ new innovative 
broadcast and digital package will 
deliver television coverage either on 
ABC or ESPN2. ABC will feature race 
telecast coverage on March 20 after 
the 59th running of the prestigious 
Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring with 
remaining ABC broadcasts featuring 

Road America (August), Baltimore 
(September) and the season-ending 
Petit Le Mans (October).

ESPN2 will feature the American 
Le Mans Series in two-hour telecasts 
from Long Beach (April), Lime Rock 
and Mosport (July), Mid-Ohio (August) 
and Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca 
(September). All four ABC race telecasts 
will receive an encore airing on ESPN2 
as part of the new agreement.

ABC and the ESPN family of 
networks will provide a multi-faceted 
platform to bring the American Le 
Mans Series to a significantly larger 
audience than previous years. ABC has 
100 percent coverage in 115.9 million 
U.S. households, including more than 
230 local affiliates, while ESPN2 is 
available to 99.7 million homes and is 
one of the most widely distributed cable 
broadcast outlets in the United States.

In a U.S. motorsports first, all ALMS 
races will be carried live in their entirety 
and fully produced on ESPN3.com with 

ESPN2 and ABC providing televised 
coverage on a delayed basis. ESPN3.
com – ESPN’s signature broadband 
sports network – will deliver nearly 
60 hours of live coverage including 
60-minute qualifying shows from each 
event along with pre- and post-race 
content. The ESPN3.com coverage can 
also be seen worldwide on a variety of 
ESPN’s global Web-based platforms.

The network is currently available 
in more than 65 million households 
nationwide in the U.S. at no additional 
cost to users who receive their 
Internet connection of cable TV 
video subscription from an affiliated 
provider. 

Customers of an affiliated service 
provider will also be able to watch the 
series live via an ESPN3.com pop-off 
player on americanlemans.com and 
Xbox LIVE Gold.

Atherton called the multi-platform 

2011 petit Le Mans one of several 
races to appear on EspN, ABC

hIgh SChOOl BaSkETBall

Reaping the benefits 
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Local racing 
team preparing 
for new season
By MATT MAUNEY
mmauney@clickthepaper.com

In many sports, the offseason is a time to rest your 
body, limit yourself to mild workouts and mentally 
prepare for the next season.

In the world of motorsports however, every minute 
of offseason time is crucial to prepare for a long 
season ahead.

This can be seen with the Robertson Racing team.
With their headquarters located in the industrial 

park adjacent from Lanier Speedway and next to Road 
Atlanta on Highway 53, Robertson Racing has been 
competing in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) 
for the last several years, touring the country in the 
premiere Le Mans racing series in North America.

The race team started with running a Panoz 
Esperante in 2007, but switch to the Ford GT in 2008 
and have stayed with the Ford machines ever since, 
racing in the GT class of the ALMS.

According to team manager Andrew “H” Smith, 
the Esperante wasn’t a good fit for the team, but they 
have seen positives since they began racing the Ford 
GT.

lOCal MOTOrSpOrTS

Matt Mauney The Paper
Robertson Racing Team Manager Andrew “H” 
Smith (right) discusses matters with Crew Chief 
Stephane Chistel (left) and mechanic Joseph “Jay” 
Dempsy (back left) at the team headquarters in 
the industrial complex in Braselton, adjacent 
from Lanier Speedway.   

Inside: JCCHS 
girls’ basketball 
wins three over 
holiday break 2B

Online: Visit facebook.com/thepaper.
hoschton for more photos from the 
Jackson County boys’ basketball 
photo shoot and for photos from area 
games.  

Hard work, new addition paying 
off for Jackson County Panthers

Doug Chellew The Paper
After suffering blowout losses, dealing with classification changes and grinding through grueling practices with 
little to show for it, the Jackson County boys’ basketball team is currently having one of their best seasons in 
program history. This is due in part to the senior leadership from Jarvis Shaw (left) and Alex Crawford (right), 
along with the addition of newcomer Kolin Zimmer (middle), a junior transfer from Ohio.  

By MATT MAUNEY
mmauney@clickthepaper.com

The world of sports can be unpredict-
able at times, however, every year and 
in almost every sport at every level, 
there are constants. 

Powerhouses remain dominate — or 
at the least a winning program, teams 
that constantly produce top tier players 
continue to do so and the teams that are 
at the bottom of the standings normally 
stay there year after year. 

The Jackson County boys’ basketball 
team is planning to change that.

For them, the “rebuilding years” are 
over.

“It really just started with laying a 
foundation our freshman year,” said se-
nior guard Alex Crawford after a team 
practice last week. 

For Crawford and the rest of the JCCHS 

seniors, the last three years haven’t been 
easy. In fact, to a third party looking in, 
they’ve been miserable.

The Panthers went a dismal 15-51 in 
that three-year span, with the majority 
of losses by double figures. While the 
competition has changed throughout the 
years — the Panthers enter a new clas-
sification this season (Region 8-AA) af-
ter dropping down from AAAA and then 
again from AAA in that span — the team 
has stayed pretty much the same.

Credit for that goes to head coach Britt 
Beaver, who is currently coaching his 
fourth season at JCCHS — a feat in its 
own right for a school that has struggled 
to retain coaches in any sport.  

Crawford and fellow senior Jarvis 
Shaw have stuck with the program 
through the rough times and have seen 
substantial varsity playing time since 
their freshmen seasons.

“I really give that as a credit to coach 
Beaver, because he didn’t have to,” 
Crawford said. “We’ve played together 
these last few years as a team and I feel 
that now it’s finally paying off.”

Jarvis, who is averaging 11 points 
and six rebounds per game to this point, 
agrees.

“Having a lot of the same guys with 
us these past few years have definitely 
helped,” Jarvis said. “Everything we’ve 
been working towards really since 
middle school is finally coming together 
now.” 

The start of the 2010-11 season began 
like the others, with losses. Crawford and 
Shaw saw their team drop to 0-4 to begin 
the year, with those four losses averag-
ing nearly a 30-point per game deficit. 

Then, things began to change.

See RoBERTsoN RACiNg, page 2B

See ARBY’s ClAssiC, page 2B

See TElEvisED, page 2B

See BENEfiTs, page 2B
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productions a “here-and-now benchmark example of how 
fans will be able to access their favorite sports programming 
whenever and however they wish.”

“It combines a core conventional television component, 
a live digital Web delivery component, an on-demand 
option and potential other methods of viewing that are 
being embraced by our ever-growing 18-34 demographic,” 
Atherton said.

A Nielsen Media Research study recently indicated that 
the American Le Mans Series had doubled its interest from 
the coveted 18-34 demographic in the last two years while 
also maintaining its older, affluent core audience.

“As our current broadcast arrangement was expiring, 
we turned to Charlie Besser and his team at Intersport,” 
Atherton continued. “They developed the strategy and 
established our new relationship with ESPN. We firmly 
believe that with Intersport’s guidance, we have confirmed 
an outstanding media foundation for the Series now – and 
equally important for the future.”

“This is an innovative and breakthrough arrangement 
for the ALMS,” said Besser, Intersport President and CEO. 
“Now, the ALMS will have high-profile platforms to serve its 
current fans as well as grow new interest in the race series 
through a multi-faceted approach on the sports network 
leader. Going forward, Intersport will work with the ALMS 
on race productions and on the development of its digital 
and social media platforms.”

“We are very pleased to become the television home of 
the American Le Mans Series and to offer our viewers the 
opportunity to watch both the races and qualifying live on 
ESPN3.com,” said Julie Sobieski, ESPN Vice President, 
Programming and Acquisitions. “We look forward to kicking 
off the relationship with the historic event at Sebring.”

ESPN will provide a multi-faceted platform to bring the 
American Le Mans Series to a significantly larger audience. 
Recognized as the worldwide leader in sports, ESPN is the 
No. 1 media brand in sports and trails only the NFL, Nike 
and the NBA as the top overall sports brand. More than 100 

million people each week engage with at least one ESPN 
property including ESPN.com and ESPN Radio. ESPN3.
com features more than 3,500 live events per year and is 
available in 90 percent of U.S. broadband households. Other 
noteworthy sporting events telecast by ESPN3 include The 
Masters, Major League Baseball, NBA, The French Open, 
NCAA football and basketball games, the U.S. Open and 
World Cup soccer.

The 2011 American Le Mans Series will open at the 59th 
Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring presented by Fresh from 
Florida on Saturday, March 19.

The 2011 running of the Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta in 
Braselton will take place Sept. 30-Oct. 2, with live qualifying 
and race coverage on ESPN3.com and a full race recap on 
ABC Oct. 2.

The team raced only one car with 
three drives until late into the 2010 
ALMS season, when they added a 
second Ford GT team to compete in 
the series finale — the Petit Le Mans at 
Road Atlanta.

“Next year we hope to be able to run 
both cars for the whole season,” Smith 
said.

The newest car, Smith noted, is 
actually a rebirth of the original Ford 
GT that the team was running at the 
beginning of 2010 season.

“We crashed it too badly to repair 
and throughout the year we were able 
to repair it in time to bring it back for 
the Petit (Le Mans).”

Smith also mentioned that the team, 
which has solely competed in the 
ALMS, hopes to branch out into the 
international series and race in the 
most prestigious endurance race in the 
world — the 24 Hours of Le Mans in Le 
Mans, France.

“Our main goal is to run two cars in 
the American Le Mans Series, but we 
would also like to run (the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans), as our cars are built under 
the same rules and sanctioning body of 
that race.”

The Robertson Racing team is the 
only privateer racing team currently 
running in the GT class, as they receive 
no factory support from the Ford 

manufacturer.
Smith pointed out that while his team 

is currently in the so-called “offseason,” 
there is still plenty of work to be done.

“We spend this time working on and 
developing the cars,” Smith said.

One addition Smith said the team is 
working toward is the switch over to 
running on E-85 fuel — a flex blend fuel 
that uses up to 85 percent denatured 
fuel ethanol and gasoline or other 
hydrocarbon by volume.

“With the E-85 change, we get to 
carry another 20 liters of fuel and put 
the fuel rig up higher on the car to make 
fueling easier when in the pits,” Smith 
said. “The E-85 will also allow us to 
run a higher compression because it is 
alcohol-based.”

“It comes down to adding a 
performance advantage to our cars,” 
Smith added.

Other offseason changes include 
fitting a paddle shift to the cars and 
looking at a proposed change in the type 
of tire manufacturer the team uses.

“We just have to simply prepare 
for the upcoming season,” Smith 
said. “When one season ends you find 
yourself short on a lot of materials and 
needing to make improvements, and 
with us adding another car we want 
to make sure we can hit the ground 
running when we open the season at 
Sebring.”

“There really is no downtime.”

“Our defense was really good enough to win, we just put 
them on the foul line too much,” Rogers said.

The Hawks got back in the win column Dec. 30 
against Gatlinburg-Pittman (Tenn.), as they pressed the 
Highlanders and prevented easy looks to a 72-48 win. 
According to Rogers, the win was good for his team, which 
overcame a team that is a perennial power in the lower 
classifications of Tennessee high school basketball.

Out of the 10 Hawks that scored points, four were able 
to score in double figures.

The final game pitted Mill Creek against Hunter Huss 
from Gastonia, N.C. in the fifth place game.

 According to Rogers, his team played well defensively, 
however the Huskies were able to knock down some tough 
contested shots en route to a 59-49 win. In the game, the 
Hawks jumped out to an early lead, but then gave up a 
12-0 scoring run and had trouble shooting the ball in the 
second half.

“We had been battling the flu that some of the guys 
picked up while there, so by that final day we were 
running out of gas,” Rogers said.

All in all, Rogers was pleased with the way his team 
played against some high-level competition, and believes 
that it was a good test for his team as they enter the long 
and draining stretch that is a tough Region 7-AAAAA 
schedule.

“Mentor is a very good team, and Hunter Huss is just 
as athletic, if not more, than most of our region,” he said. 
“Offensively, we played well against the zone, but I’d like 
to see more when going against man coverage. We did 
well to beat opponents off the dribble but we didn’t always 
take the best shots.”

Leading the Hawks in scoring was senior Ronald 
Wamer, who averaged nearly 17 points per game. 
Brandon Hayman, the teams other senior, averaged 12 
rebounds per game.

Defensively, Rogers said that he was surprised with the 
way his team ran the press, but noted that they must get 
better at their half court defense.

Mill Creek faced Duluth Tuesday at home and will head 
to Peachtree Ridge Friday for another crucial region 
match-up. For results, visit us on Facebook: thepaper.
hoschton.

Doug Chellew The Paper
The 2010 edition of the annual Petit Le Mans at Road Atlanta brought plenty of story lines for race fans. This 
year, the action will be available for fans around the world, as ESPN and its family of networks will bring live 
and tape delayed coverage of the three-day event. 

Doug Chellew The Paper
One of the two Ford GT cars races around the track at Road Atlanta 
in this year’s Petit Le Mans. Andrew “H” Smith and his Robertson 
Racing team hope to run two cars in every race of the 2011 American 
Le Mans Series. 

RobeRtson RACInG from page 1b

Team improving cars for upcoming season

televIsed from page 1b

ESPN to bring ALMS to national market

ARby’s ClAssIC from page 1b

Mill Creek gearing up 
for region schedule 

SportS BriefS 

Fresh Frozen named neGAIs champs

Fresh Frozen Foods showed their dominance by defeating 
Niupi 3-1 in the third annual Northeast Georgia International 
Soccer Beef O’ Brady’s Outdoor League championship 
game. Fresh Frozen has won back-to-back championships, 
by also winning the most recent Futsal (indoor soccer) 
Championship. Fresh Frozen went undefeated throughout 
the season en route to the title.  Niupi finnished second in the 
league while overcoming some  personnel issues. Jackson 
FC ended the season in third place. The 2011 Indoor Futsal 
season kicks off next week followed by the spring outdoor 
season starting in early March. For more information, go 
to www.negaintlsoccer.com.

For The Paper

lady Panthers bounce back

After dropping three straight games dating back to the 
Dec. 17 loss against Jefferson, the Lady Panthers have 
strung together three straight wins. 

JCCHS routed Hebron 57-35 on day two of the Oconee 
Christmas Tournament. Ashley Skelton led the Lady 
Panthers with 16 points, while Savannah Roncadori had a 
double-double with 10 points and 10 rebounds. According 
to head coach John Hawley, the team had another great 
performance off the bench from Roncadori, Sierra 
Roncadori, Katie Phillips and Mason Garland. 

On Dec. 29, JCCHS defeated Heritage 51-38 on the final 
day of the tournament. The Lady Panthers jumped out to 
an 18-2 start and never looked back. Skelton led the team 
with 24 points and four steals. Fellow senior Breanna Drew 
scored 14 and brought down eight rebounds, while Phillips 
had 10 points and eight rebounds. 

The Lady Panthers (10-6) won their third straight over 
Stephens County last Thursday 55-44. Skelton had 13 
points, Drew had 11 and Emily Elrod added 10.

JCCHS returned to Region 8B-AA play when they took 
on Oglethorpe County Tuesday and will continue region 
action Friday at home against Elbert County. 

Results will be in next week’s edition. For up-to-date 
scores and stats, visit facebook.com/thepaper.hoschton. 

2011 Petit Le Mans broadcast schedule

Friday, Sept. 30: ESPN3.com     Live Qualifying
Saturday, Oct 1: ESPN3.com     Live Race Coverage
Sunday, Oct. 2:  ABC            4-6 p.m.

beneFIts from page 1b

Panthers continuing to focus on season goals
The Panthers have since 

won eight of their last nine 
games as of Jan. 3 and find 
themselves over the .500 
mark (8-5) for the first time 
in over a decade. 

In what appears to be a 
wide open 8B-AA sub-re-
gion, the Panthers are look-
ing to make their first play-
off appearance since 2000. 

In addition to Crawford 
and Shaw and the rest of the 
JCCHS senior class — Nick 
Oney, Logan Smith, Miguel 
Guereca and Ben Weaver 
— the addition of junior Ko-
lin Zimmer has helped the 
Panthers claim their new 
found success. 

Zimmer, a native of Ohio, 
moved with his family from 
the Dayton area and when 
the decision came to choose 
a school, he decided on 
JCCHS.

“My mom was looking 

for a good school district 
and this was one of the best 
in the area, so it came be-
tween (JCCHS) and Jeffer-
son,” Zimmer said. 

Having only played ju-
nior varsity for his previous 
school, Tippecanoe High 
School in Tipp City, Ohio, 
Zimmer saw a greater op-
portunity to play for the 
Panthers rather than the 
already established Jeffer-
son squad.

“There seemed to be a lot 
of cliques at Jefferson and I 
just felt like (JCCHS) was a 
better fit for me,” he said. “I 
like to shoot the ball and my 
style of play didn’t really fit 
in the scheme of the varsity 
coach at Tippecanoe (Matt 
Pond).”

“I’m thankful to coach 
Beaver for giving me an 
opportunity to play,” he 
added.

Zimmer has done more 
than just play, as he has 
quickly become one of the 
Panthers major scoring 
threats and best outside 
shooters. He currently leads 
the team with 16 points per 
game. 

With the help of Zimmer, 
the Panthers have been able 
to knock down big shots to 
swing momentum their way 
in their half-court offense.  

Arguably the biggest win 
for the Panthers to this point 
was the 56-54 home victory 
over cross-town Jefferson 
Dec. 17. Sound fundamen-
tal basketball led way to the 
win over the Dragons, who 
went undefeated in Region 
8-AA last year and made a 
trip to Macon for the Class 
AA Final Four. 

“If you can drop down 
to a region and beat the 
team that won that region 

last year, it’s a huge boost 
to your confidence level,” 
Shaw said.

For Crawford, who lives 
in the Jefferson district but 
had the rare opportunity 
to choose which school 
he wanted to attend since 
his older siblings went to 
JCCHS, the win meant a 
little bit more.

“It was like a weight be-
ing lifted off our shoulders 
and I think it shows what 
this team is capable of,” 
Crawford said. “Seeing all 
of our fans here and cel-
ebrating with them after 
the game was just a great 
feeling.”

The feeling at JCCHS is 
certainly one that hasn’t 
existed for a long time. 

One thing is for sure, 
this Panther team wants 
to prove that things do 
change. 
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