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CONSTRUCTION ZONE
Making sense of the recent region realignments 

By MATT MAUNEY
mmauney@clickthepaper.com

Every two years the Georgia High School Association takes on the task of region 
reclassification – the process that puts schools into one of five classes (A-AAAAA) and 
then in one of eight regions within that class. 

2010 marks another reclassification year, but this one might have the biggest im-
pact on area teams than any other reclassification in recent history.

Why so? 
For starters, Region 8-AA increases from 11 to 13 teams – with two teams leaving 

and four teams coming down from playing AAA last year. 
While this may not seem like such a big deal, what if two of those four teams were 

playoff teams from last year. Now let’s separate this new reclassified region into north 
and south sub-regions and throw the two AAA playoff teams into the same sub-region 
as three returning 8-AA playoff schools from 2009.

Intrigued yet?
Welcome to the new Region 8-AA South. 
The three region powers returning – Jefferson, East Jackson, and North Oconee, all 

of which went to the second round of the state playoffs last year  – will be joined this 

year by Hart and Elbert County, who finished second and third respectfully in 8-AAA 
a year ago. Those five teams combined for a 44-14 overall record and a 33-8 region 
showing in 2009.

They make up five teams of a seven-team sub-region, with Oglethorpe County and 
the Jackson County Panthers rounding out the pack.

This will mark the second time in just three years that the Panthers find themselves 
in a lower class, this time in the same one as natural county rivals East Jackson and 
Jefferson.

So what does this all mean in the grand scheme of things? Well, it’s fairly simple. 
Expect to see some teams that dominated last year encounter some tough competition 
and find themselves in a tight race for a playoff spot.

And what about 8-AA North you ask? That’s where things get interesting and in a 
sense, controversial. 

Region 8-AA North is composed of six teams to the south’s seven. Among those six, 
none made the playoffs a year ago. Yes, that’s right, not one team. In fact, only two 
teams in the North – Fannin County and Union County – posted a winning record last 
year (both finished 6-4).

The other four – Banks County, Dawson County, Rabun County and East Hall (7-
AAA in 2009) – finished a combined 5-35 last year.
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