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When students decide to go out and enjoy a night 
of drinking and partying, there are several questions 
that can normally be heard in these scenarios. 

“Who’s going to drive?”
“How are we getting home?”
“Dude, where’s my car?”
It is because of situations like these that there is a 

need for sober driving alternatives.
Luckily, Statesboro off ers several safe driving alter-

natives for students to go out, have a good time and not 
have to worry about how they will be getting home.

Th e safe-driving option that is quickly becoming 
one of the most well-known of its kind in the Boro 
is an old, blue, military-grade bus aptly named the 
“Blue Goose.”

Jonathan (Jon) Lockin, a junior physiology major 
at Georgia Southern, had a dream about creating a 
driving service that catered to students and off ered 
them a responsible and safe alternative to drinking 
and driving. 

Aft er months of careful planning, his dream 
was made a reality when the fi rst Blue Goose was 
purchased last February and took to the streets of 
Statesboro at the beginning of the summer.

“I’d like to say that I have a cool story to tell of why 
it’s called the Blue Goose, but really it comes from my 
mom who used to have an old, pink caddilac that she 
called the pink goose. So, the Blue Goose seemed 
fi tting and stuck,” Lockin said. 

Th e Blue Goose actually was just a branch of 
Lockin’s Gnat Taxi LLC designated driver service that 
he created in October 2008. Known by some as the 
“scooter guy,” Jon would ride his scooter to where he 
was needed and drive students’ cars home for them 
to prevent them from drinking and driving.

“It was a cheap way for me to start up an easy 

business, being a college guy, where I could sit at 
home, not drink and wait for someone to call who 
really needed me.” 

As time passed, Lockin realized that he had a 
great opportunity awaiting him, and it wasn’t in the 
cab business, it was in commercial transportation.

“I wasn’t bright enough at the time to realize that 
if I called my company Gnat Taxi, that people would 
call me in need of a taxi,” Lockin joked. “So, I decided 
to roll the money from my scooter service into getting 
my personal truck licensed and getting insurance for 
it to make it a cab. But then I ran into a roadblock.”

Th at roadblock was money.
“I found out that if I was going to run a cab, I 

would need a rate and a meter, and that would cost 
me about $800.”

Calculating that Statesboro was only about three 
miles wide, Lockin had a better idea. 

“I thought why not charge a fl at rate? So, I decided 
to charge three bucks a head to give rides in my truck 
and the response was great. Th at made me think why 
not get a bus to cart people around with and use the 
same formula?”

But Lockin’s idea didn’t stop there.
“I wanted to go a step further, so I said why not 

make it fun and put in lights and a great sound system?”
And then the rest is history.
Lockin’s creation began service during the early 

summer semester and made an immediate impact 
on the Boro nightlife.

Students quickly adapted to the thought of always 
having a safe and, just as important, a cheap way home.

“I love that I always have a save ride home and 
that it’s only going to cost me a few bucks, not any 
amount that can happen when taking a cab,” said 
junior David Stinson. 

Another feature that caught the business of 
students was the fact that you can carry your adult 
beverage of choice on the Goose on your way to or 
from the bars.

“My buses have that white line, that the [Depart-
ment of Transportation] designates as a partition 
between the passengers and the driver,” Lockin said. 
“If you have that separation on your vehicle, then it’s 
legal to carry alcohol on board.”

While Lockin doesn’t turn people away that try 
to bring alcohol on board, he in no way condones 
it and takes the appropriate measures if he, or his 
employees, feel that a passenger is breaking the law. 

“I don’t advocate drinking, but the last thing I’m 
going to do is turn someone away with a beer in 
their hand that’s trying to get on the bus. I’m also 
not going to card anyone because if they have beer, 
it’s already bought. I’m not selling it to them and I’m 
not a police offi  cer.”

“We don’t condone drinking of any kind on the 
bus and if there is underage drinking we stop it, but 
other than that it’s not really our place to do anything 
either from a legal or a business standpoint.”

Above all else, Lockin wants safe streets and 
wants to prevent students from getting behind the 
wheel drunk.

“If I didn’t allow minors on my bus that are drunk, 
that’s not really fi xing any problem. It’s not going to 
stop them from drinking, it just means that they’re 
not going to get home safely.”

Featuring a route that stops at all the major bars in 
Statesboro as well as many of the major apartments 
and neighborhoods where students live, including 
as far out as Burkhalter, students’ only excuse to take 
their keys out at the end of the night should be to 
unlock the door of their homes to go to bed safely.  +

There’s a new bird 
in town giving safe rides 

to students in need
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 Be sure to check out the George-Anne for more on the Blue Goose, including 

“Booze Cruises,” winter break travel trips, and the “Goose Pass” pay-and-go system.

“I’m not addicted to cocain... I just like the way it smells.” - Richard Pryor
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