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*This picture is set to scale

by matt mauney

Small and compact, electronic readers, like Amazon’s Kindle pictured above, are becoming more 
popular each day as casual and avid readers alike are putting down their hard and softback books 
and reading thier favorite writings off of a black and white screen.

accelerated          readers
In today’s times, you are able to order movie 

tickets from your cell phone with a simple click of 
a button. 

You are able to save that money you would 
have spent on plane tickets to Tokyo and hold that 
executive board meeting with overseas CEOs from 
the comfort of your home office.

And now you can carry hundreds of your favorite 
novels all at once on a compact electronic pad.

Welcome to the future.
The truth is, these electronic readers are not 

brand new. On the contrary, they have existed for 
over a decade.

However, with Amazon’s introduction of the 
Kindle, the digital reader market is bigger than 
ever and now readers everywhere are starting to 
take notice.

The kindle was first introduced in December 
of 2007, but due to poor marketing and limited 
availability, the device didn’t take off as well as the 
multinational electronic commerce company would 
have liked. 

Now, with the release of the Kindle 2, which of-
fers improved performance and a sleeker design, the 
reader is gaining more and more popularity every day. 

At a retail price of around $300, this reader might 
seem a little steep to the casual reader, but with the 
ability to hold over 200 books, including hundreds 
of New York Times bestsellers, this might just be 
an investment worth making for the hard-core 
book junkies.   

How many books are available? 
A recent report said that there are currently 

240,000 books, magazines, newspapers, and popular 
blogs available for the Kindle, giving almost as big 
of a selection as you would possibly need, no matter 
how avid of a reader you are.

Aside from the Kindle, Sony is another company 
trying to get their feet wet in the e-reader market, 
by their release of the Sony Reader 700. 

This reader is priced at around 50 bucks more 
than its competitor from Amazon, and is virtually 
outshined by its counterpart, that offers a crisper 
display and wireless capabilities that the Sony reader 
fails to offer. 

Now even college professors are beginning to 
notice these digital readers and are “tech-ing” up their 
classrooms by allowing students to use, and in some 
cases requiring their students to use, these readers. 

Digital reading devices might be taking 

the place of  your favorite hard and 

softback books in the near future
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Outside of the environmental sustainability 
aspect, electronic readers that have capabilities of 
holding needed textbooks would, in theory, save 
students hundreds of dollars a year. 

The Information Technology (I.T.) department 
at Georgia Southern, one of the best of its kind in 
the Southeast United States, has several professors 
that are avid supporters of electronic readers.

“I have been using e-readers for over ten years,” 
said Robert Cook, Yamacraw professor of computer 
science at GSU. 

In addition to being an avid user of e-readers, 
Cook has also written three books that are published 
in electronic format.

Every year, college students around the country 
average spending around $1,000 on textbooks. 
The implementation of these “e-readers” would 
significantly drop that number, as currently avail-
able textbooks for the Kindle reader average around 
only 10-20 bucks.

“It’s a big inconvenience of how much books 
cost,” said freshman Weston Harper. A lot of 

expenses come with being a college student and 
spending 400 to 500 dollars on books alone is 
ridiculous. If [electronic readers] made it cheaper 
for college students in the long run, I’d say that 
schools need to start using them,” he said.  

It might take another 10 years or so before we 
see “e-readers” significantly replacing paper and 
hardback books and nationwide bookstores like 
Borders and Books-a-Million closing up shop, but 
for now, it is certainly something to keep an eye 
out for in the future. +  

How small is the Kindle? At just 8”x5.3” and a width of just .38” this compact reader is perfect for your backpack, briefcase, or travel bag .

Amazon Kindle
At $300, the Kindle might  be 
the best e-reader on the market. 
It offers a crisper display than 
most of its competitors and has 
wireless capabilities. 

Sony Reader 700
This Sony product is 50 bucks 
more than the Kindle, but it can 
double as a music player and 
picture viewer, something that 
the Kindle has yet to master.

IREX Iliad
At $700, the Iliad is one of the 
more pricey readers, but with a 
sharp display and the ability to 
use a stylus, this reader is one of 
the coolest in the genre.

Apple IPhone
With an app called “Stanza,” 
the Apple IPhone becomes an 
e-reader.  The downfall to this 
however, is that the tiny display 
makes it hard to read. 
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